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[NTRODUGTION. 


< TT is with Times, as it is with Ways. 
Some are more Up-hill and Down- 
hill, and Some are more Flat ant 

Plain; and the One is better forthe Liver, 

and the other for the Writer.” 1:12 


SUCH i is the Remark of the great ima 
BAcoN : It was occaſioned by his writing the 
Hiſtory of that. illuſtrious Monarch King 
HENRY the VIIth. His Lordſhip tells the 

Prince of WaLts, * to whom he. Dedicates * || 
his Work, That, © he had not flattered his | 


Carles Prince of f. Am. 1622, Eideſt Son of Sig, | | 
Fame: N | 
: 


B 4 Anceltor, 


* 6 — 
— a ; ä 
* 
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ce Anceſtor, but took him to Life as well as 
4 he could, fitting ſo far off, and having no 
A better Light. 


WITH awful diſtance, I ſhall attempt to 


follow the Example of this, acknowledged, 


' moſt judicious Writer. In the Hiſtory 1 am 


about tranſmitting to Poſterity of Sir RoBERT 


WaALTOLE, I ſhall record not only his pub- 


lic, but his private Lite. My Dclineation 
ſhall be no T hree-quarter-prece, but a Whole 


- Length ; taking his full Dimenſions from the 


Elevation on which he now offers himſelf ; 


and ſhall, like all Painters, who are Maſters 


of their Art, where there are Beauties ex- 
preſs them, and Where Deformities put them 


in the ſtrongeſt Light, as far as is conſiſtent 
With my Skill. 


BUT, That no Praiſes of mine may be 


thought too partial, I ſhall produce three 


Teſtimonies of his Ability, at School; in the 
Senate; and in the Cabinet: and theſe, not 
Anonymous, but from Gentlemen who well 


knew his Worth, and are themſelves well 


known to the Public. In their reſpective 


9 


Turns, therefore, hear them. 


I. WITH OU any Divining-Gift, 


4 ſays his School-Fellow Mr. FRowpk, I can 


cc 


pronounce from my carly Knowledge of 


that firſt Dawn, and Promiſe of Genius in 


« Sir 


- Ct 


c. 


. 


« Sir ROBERT Wareobr: at Eton; ; that while 


« he brings the Learning and Arts of Greece 


« and Rome into the Cabinet; either Thar 
<« to inſtruct in the Depths of Reaſoning z: or 


c 


A 


Theſe in the Rules of Governing; no Im- 
preſſion can ever be made to our Preju- 
dice from the Intrigues or Menaces of 2 


cc Foreign Porter. For his irreproachable 
TH 


Cc 


cc 
& 


Britan With a luitable Pleaſure; and en- 


% gage him to own, that the Condition of 


« our Affairs can nevet be expreſſed by any 
«. Arr of Deſctiption ſo well as by a View of 


6; The Effects; I mean the ſenſible ee 
«of — Day's IONS 21: 


Il. VO have, ſays Sir RICHARD Sinns 
ce jn his Addreſs to Mr. WALPOLE, the Ho- 
e nour and Happineſs to have eminently op- 
© poſed all the Incurſions which Guilty- Men 


c have made upon the Greatneſs of the Crown, 


| < and the Welfare of the Subject, by profti- 
“ tuting them both to their own ſelfiſh De- 
«© ſigns, and deſtroying: as far as in them 


“lay, the good Name of all Men of e 
4 and Service. "I 


. 


„ WHAT Elogiums, * Dr. PRN- 
% BERTON, Can be too great for a Man under 
« whole Influence theſe Kingdoms enjoy ſo 


dee, the Dedication to the Fall of Sagumtum, a Tragedy. 
y See His Apology. 
F- > B 2 ; 40 much 


— 


Sttain of Conduct muſt ſtrike every true 


TE?" 


« much Happineſs? One who has the fulleſt 
« Experience Within his own Mind, of the 
.«« Effects of right Reaſon ? For to what other 
e ſource can be aſcribed that amiable frank- 
< neſs and unreſerved condeſcenſion among 
« his Friends, or that maſculine perſpicuity 
< and ſtrength of Argument, whereby he 
ce draws the Admiration of the Public, while 
« he is engaged in the moſt important of all 


"6 — the Liberties of Mankind.” y 


joy it not to the laſt Degree ſurprizing, that 
a Character ſo amiable ſhould be the preſent 
Butt of Reſentment among moſt of our Po- 
litical Writers; and can any thing be more 
plain than that this Reſentment is not againſt 
the Perſon of Sir Robert Walpole, but the 
Poſt he has ſo long had the Honour to fill, 
and how juſtly, our futurcHiſtory ſhall explain. 
I ſhall therefore (as the Times paſt, are the beſt 
Mirrors in which we can behold the Fail- 
ures of the preſent Age) by way of Intro- 
duct ion, lay before the Reader ſome brief, Ob- 
ſervations relating to the Management of his 
Predeceſſors in the ſame Office, and in the 
Sequel draw a Parallel between their Con- 
duct and his Adminiſtration. 


THE Civil Dudgeon, as HUDIBRAS well 

_ expreſſes it, generally taken againſt Treaſurers 

| of See, the Dedication to his View of Sir Iſaac Newton's Phi- 
0 


loſophy. (che 


| Maes of England, &c. 8ve, 1713. P. 2. er. iq. 


—— — 


the preſent) will, if a right uſe be made of 


it, rather ſerye to illuſtrate the Characters of 


many Officers of the Mhite Staff,, than ma- 
terially to fix that, ſeeming, indelible load of 
Calumny levelled at them, by explaining the 


uſual Exception to the Practice of fo "_ 


an Employment. 


MEN who ſtand on ſuch a \Prockiics of 
Preferment may be ſaid to be dazled with 
Greatneſs; but this Comment will not by any 


the Eminence they ſtand on, which gives the 
World too great an Opportunity of obſerving 
their Behaviour. Their Office is a Prefer- 
ment of ſo high a Nature, That, it is not 


much to be wondered at, it ſhould raiſe thena 
ſo many Enemies; who multiply, according 


to the number of the Inquiſitive, ſuch as very 
ſeldom fail to be affected with Politicks, tho 
perhaps a little out of their Way. Buſy Men 


are thoſe, who firſt pry into the Characters 


of Pera in cxalted Stations, and by a kind 


of unſeaſonable and reflective Curiolity, pro- 
voke Others to become Obſervers as ed as 


wann 


BUT a are not the Men who do the 


Execution, they only lay a Train, that the 


See, Munus Theſaurarii, or a Critical Hiſtory of the Lord 


Envious 


(the conſtant Theme of paſt Ages, as well as 


means explain the Text, for it is in reality 


ſet fire to. Theſe are, generally, either ſuch 
who judge themſelves capable of Preferment, 
and are neglected; or thoſe who, through a 
ſimilitude of Power and Preferment, grow 
zealous of the uſual Grandeur of this Great 
OFFICER: And it is not very unuſual, or 
| firange, that Men confederated in Employ- 
ments, linked together in Counſel, and by 
| profeſſion of Friendſhip, gather private Re- 


ſentments at the little degree of Rank and 


e that others ay above them. 


A THOUSAND Inſtances might be 
given of the Emulatious of Ereat Men, 


which have grown into incurable Differences, 


and ariſing from no other foundation than 


the Jcalouty of thoſe who are their Rivals 
in: Power .and Favour : Nor need I be at 


much Pains to ſhew how often theſe private 
Piques have ' obſtructed the paſſage of the 


ese. 


1 SHALL therefore . to give an 
Account of the Conſtitution and Nature of 
this Office, and diſcloſe the prudent and in- 
tricate Scene of Management, it requires, to 
come off with Applauſe; and this I ſhall col- 
le& from ſome Paſſages of the Lives of many 
who have acted in it; which, growing into 
8 1 a 


Envious, and more ſubtle part of Mankind 


moſt conſiderable Affairs; for enough might 
be ſaid, were it not hae to the i | 


It 


c 
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K 
1 
N 
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a general Obſervation, will give Ideas of the 
true Reaſons that ſo many have fallen under 
the higheſt Cenſure and Indignation of the 


People, as well as Of tale in —— vun. 
them. 701 | 


THIS Great OFFrcer is: Bid to be 8 
Prime Miniſter Judicatory between the King 
and his Tenants, and has the Title. of his 
Office from the Word Treaſury, a Place for 
ſecuring the Public Money, where he preſides 
with great Authority: The Romans called it 
ARARIUM, ab Are, becauſe they coined, 
nothing bur Braſs at firſt. There is this dif- 
ference between the Mrarium and the Fife. 
cus; the firſt is the People's Exchequer 3 
and the latter that of the Prince. But 
in England it is frequently called The EN 
CHEQUER, only, which conſiſts of two 
Parts, the Upper and the Lower. The Upper 
is That where the Barons of the Exchequer 
execute their Office; but herein, the Lord 
Treaſurer, as Superviſor, may fit as often as 
he pleaſes, to hear Matters; and it has been 
uſual to do ſo, once in every Term at leaſt: 
The Lower Exchequer is chiefly under his 
Care, which being the Repoſitory of the 

King's Treaſure, committed to his Charge, is 
frequently, as L have ſaid, called the Treaſury.. 


THE Dakine at firſt We their We 
ſurers * afterwards: Rueſtors, till 


their 


(8) 


| their Common - wealth diſſolved into a Mo. 
narchy, and then the Emperors put it into 


other Hands; for next it came from the 
ueſftors to the Prætors, and in Auguſtus's 
| Time he choſe the Senators at large into 
this Office, and in the Reign of Claudius, it 
{ revolved to the Quæſtors again. 


IN Broitats, I find this Office to have been 


very ancient, but generally executed by Ec- 


cleſiaſticks, Biſhops, Deans, Abbots, c. who 


had the Titles only of Treaſurers of the Ex- 
chequer. 
Henry Lord Scroope, of Bolton, temp. Hen. 


IV. He was ſucceeded by Thomas Fitæ- 


primo Hen, V. and 
theſe I think had the Titles of Lord Trea- 


Alan Earl of Arundel, 


ſurers; but it relapſed again to the Clergy, 
with an Intermixture of ſome other Perſons 


beneath the Dignity of a Peerage, who were 


therefore, I preſume, only called Treaſurers 


of the Exchequer : But from the Reign of 
Henry VI. I find it was very ſeldom given to 
any Perſon leſs than a Baron: I cannot more 
James Fiennes, 


properly begin, than with 
Baron Jay and Sele; a very remarkable In- 


ſtance of the Argument I have ſtated, This 
Nobleman was a good Soldier, as well as a 
good Statesman : He had ſerved King Hen. V. 


in his Gallic-Wars, with ſufficient Glory and 
Reputation; became very much reſpected 
by the Populace; and was, in conſideration 


The firſt Peer in this Office, was 


es WH old | A GE DS. Le we 
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of his Services to his Country, as well at 
Home as Abroad, created a Baron of the 
Realm in open Parliament, by the unanimous 
Conſent of all the Peers. | 


AFTER which, he not e lat A 
Grant of the Office of Conſtable of Dover- 


Caſtle, and Warden of the Cinque- Ports, to 
himſelf, but to the Heirs Male of his Body, 


a Favour not very common. And having 
been made Lord Chamberlain to the King; 


as alſo one of his Council, had a Grant of 
an hundred Marks per Ann. for his Exerciſe 


of that Office: Soon after, he was made 
Conſtable of the Tower of London, during 
the Minority,of Henry, Son and Heir to John 
Duke of Exeter and finally, N Pre 
of Eugland. — 


THUS gradually raiſed. to fo hich a 


Pitch of Honour, behold his ſudden and un- 


happy Fall: For about the Octaves of Eaſter 
following, the Parliament being adjourn'd 
to &.. Edmond s-Bury, the Commons there 


laid Treaſon to his Charge; as alſo to the 


Duke of Suffolk, and ſome others, who had 
aſſented to the Releaſe of Anjou, and De- 
livery of Maine to the French, Whereupon 
the King, to appcaſe them,  baniſh'd the 
Duke, and ſequeſtred this Fames Lord Say 
from his Office of Treaſurer : But this availed 
lizale: for, upon the Inſurrection of the 


C Kent iſp- 


| 


( 10 58 
Kentiſh- Men, wndes Pack Cade, though thi 
King, committed him to the Tower, yet, 
entering the City of London, and finding 


their Numbers increaſc, they fetched him] 


thence to Guild-Hall, and there arraigned him 
before the Lord-Mayor, and other the King's 


uſtices, notwithſtanding his Requeſt to bei 


tried by his Peers; whence hurrying him to 


the Standard in Cheapſide, they cut off his 


Head, and carried it on a Pole, cauſing his 
naked Body to be drawn at a Horſe's Tail 
into Sourhwark to St. Thomas of Waterings, 


and there hanged and quartered. A fad and 


fearful Effect (continues the Author) of the 


People's Rage, and fit to be a Warning to 
all great Miniſters of State, on whom Miſ- 
carriages in Government may poſſibly be 
charged, and on whom the Fury of the Mul- 


titude my thus barbarouſly fall. 


NOR can I find that Hiſtory gives any 
other Reaſon for this Rage and Hatred in the 
People, but what proceeded from the Power | 


and Grandeur this Miniſter had engroſſed; 
except, as I preſume, that it was otherwiſe a 


3 . - P — 


ſufficient Cauſe, he was a Favourite fo his 'x 


Prince. 


| SIR ohn Beauchamp, was the next whs 
had this Office conferred on him. He had 
performed many acceptable Services to King 
Henry VI. who created himLord Beauchamp 
of 


N. 


(© BY: ) e 
of Powph, | in the 25th of his Reign, aſſign- 
ing him a Penſion for the Support of that 
"ra ; and. under the ſame. Conſideration 
made him Juſtice of South-Wales, and after 
Lord Treaſurer. But as there were many 
9's who. ſtomached his Preferment, ſo he conti 
be nucd in this Office barely two Years, and 
to] had Merit enough juſt to preſerve himlelf a 
his! ſecure Retreat. 


ail TO him ſucceeded John Tiptoft, Exel of 
7s, Morceſter; a Man of excellent Accompliſh- 
nd ments, and in no ſmall Favour with King 
he! Henry VI. who made him Lord Deputy of 
to Ireland. Upon the Adyancement of the 
ic Houle of fork to the Throne, in the Perſon 
be of Edward IV, he loſt none of his former 
1. Reputation at Court; and that Prince, to en- 
gage him firmly in his Intereſt, made him 
firſt Juſtice of Nort h- Males, and ſoon after 
1 Conſtable of the Tower of London, and Lord 
je Treaſurer of the Exchequer. He was a Man 
er of Learning, a good Lawyer and a Soldier, 
and between both made a very great Statel- 
2 man. He had many different Employments, 
is and among the reſt, was Chancellor of Eng- 

land, though at the ſame Time made choice 
of to ſerve the King in his Wars. He was 
- likewiſe Steward of the Houſhold, and re- 
ſiding in Ireland, as Deputy to George Duke 
of Clarence, in which Station he ſecmed fo 
neceſſary, that he was himſelf again made 
C 2 1 


D Q. OO 


2 
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Lieutenant there, alſo Conſtable of England, 


and again Lord Treaſurer. The great Power 


and Favour he enjoyed under this King, was 


ſufficient of itſelf to raiſe him many Ene- 


mies; but there is one Story of him which 
did not a little contribute, thereto : That the 


King cauſed him at Southampton to fit in 


Judgment upon ſeveral Gentlemen taken in 
an Encounter on board ſome Ships: He ad- 
judged them to be drawn, hanged, and be- 


headed; twenty of whom underwent that 
Sentence. 


- THESE being of the Lancaſtrian Inte- 
reſt, that Party did not fail ro remember him | 
in due Time; for now the Scene changing, | 
through the Power of the Great Warwick, 
he was forced to ſhift for himſelf, and his | 
Caſe was ſo much the worſe, in that he had 
the Envy of many of the Torkz/ts, and ſo had 
hardly any Retreat, but that of ſhifting from 


Place to Place, as it manifeſtly appears from 
- (Hiſtory : for he was in the End, found on 


the Top of a high Tree in the Foreſt of Way- 
bridge in Huntingdon-ſhire ; and being thence 
brought to London, had his Head taken on: 


on Tower-Hill. 


FAMES BUTLER, Earl of Wilt- 
ſbire and Ormond, was next raiſed to this 
Office, who, on the contrary, was an inflexible 


nf to the Houſe of Lancaſter; and to 
reward 


be (0) 2 1 @ wi 
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10 13 } 
reward his Services, King Henry VI. upon 
this Change, made him Lieutenant of Ireland, 


and Lord Treaſurer of England; which Of- 


fice, however, did not prevent his Attendance 


on that Prince at the Battle of &. Alban s, 


where the oppoſite Party prevailing, he was 
forced to ſhift for himſelf, Yer Fortune giv- 


ing a ſecond Turn to Affairs, he was again 
reſtored to his Office of Lord wing and 


made in of the Garter, 


: BU T victory in the End able to * 


Houſe of ZTork, when he had conſtantly ar- 


tended the King in all his Battels, he was af⸗ 
ter that at Towton-Field, taken, and, with 
very little Heſitation, beheaded.” 'One Thing 
was laid to his Charge, That under Pretence 
of ſurpriſing Warwick, he had armed five 
greatCarricks of Genoa, manned and victualled 
at the King's Charge, and taking likewiſe'a 
200d Part of his Treaſure, had conveyed the 
ſame out of the Kingdom; but there needed 
not this Circumſtance, to ſtrengthen the Rea. 
ſons of his Execution. | | 


HENRY Viſcount Bourchier, though 
linked in an early Friendſhip, with Richard 
Duke of Tork, (Father of King Edward IV.) 
who had given him his Siſter in Marriage, 


Was conſtituted Lord Treaſurer of England 


by King Henry VI. towards the latter Parr of 


| his Reign but on the Appearance of the 


_ Earls 


7 14 ) | 
Earls of March and Warwick at the Head of 
the Tork Faction, he through his former A- 
mity, joined with them in the Battle of Nor- 
thampton, where having the Advantage of 
the Day, and King Edward crowned, he was 
again made Lord Treaſurer, and advanced to 
the Dignity of Earl of E//ex. I do not find 


1 Hiftory any thing particular in relating his 


Conduct in this Employment; but I find him, 
after the Alternatives of Fortune, on either 
Side, to be made again Lord Treaſurer, the 
1 ith of Edward IV. tho there had been ſe- 
veral who had intervened in this Employment, 
and among theſe, Richard Widuile, Earl Ri- 
Vers, who loſt his Head at Northampton, the 
ninth of Edward IV. and that he continued 


in it to the Time of his Death, which was 


the 23d of Edward IV. for I find no other 


conſtituted till the firſt of Richard II. and 
me, 


SIR John Wood Knight, was comfilames 


Treaſure, but continued _ one Year 
therein. 


T O him ſucceeded, John Lord Audley, 
an aſſiduous Friend to the Houſe of Tork; 
but he held it barely a Year, when King 
Henry VII making his Way to the Throne; 


70H N Lord Diba was appointed 
. This 7ohn had been in particular 
: Fa- 


5 r FE yz sr' 
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Favour with King Edward IV, and by him 


ſummoned to — as a Baron. But 


it ſeems, diſliking the Proceedings of Richard 
III, he drew off to the Earl of Richmond, 


who attaining the Crown, made him a Privy 
Counſellor, Knight of the Garter, and Lord 


Treaſurer; in which he continued to the 
Time of his Death: for I find no other con- 
ſtituted in this Office till the 16th of Henry 
VII, which was Thomas Earl of Surrey; and 


this Lord Dinham died the beginning of the 


17th of Henry VII, ſo that if he was out at 
all, it was a very ſhort Time, and no Reaſon, 
as 1 can find, is aſſigned for it in Hiſtory. - 


THOMAS Earl of Surrey, Son a 
Heir apparent of Thomas Howard, Duke of 


Norfolk, was a Man of great Eminence." He 


was Lord Admiral at Sea, and General of the 
Engliſh Army, and for the wonderful Ser- 
vices performed by him in this Command, 


was firſt created Earl of Surrey, the ſame: 


his Father was created Duke of Norfolk, alic | 
fifth of Henry VIII. And upon a Diſpute in 

Parliament, concerning his Place there, it was 
declared, that he ſhould ſit according to his 


Creation, and not as a Duke's eldeſt Son. 


Alſo, in the 12th of Henry VIII. he was con- 


ſtituted Lord Deputy of Ireland, where he 


ſuppreſſed the O-Neals and O-Carrols. Some 


few Years afterwards, he performed many ſigqg- 


nal Setvices in France, and was conſtituted 
41 Lord 


7 — 
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Lord Treaſurer, and made General of tlie 


King's whole Army, deſigned to march againſt 


the Scots ; all this being in his Father's Life- 


time. Upon his Fathcr's Death, he was again 


made General of the Army, at that Time 
raiſed, to ſerve in Scotland, in order to ſet 
the young King free, whom the Duke of Al- 
bany kept at Sterling. He afterwards attended 
the King into France, and was ſent chief Am- 
baſſador to that Monarch, to attend him to 


Mice, and commune with the Pope, in his 


Delay, touching that King's Divorce. In the 
25th of Henry VIII, upon the Surrender of 
Charles Brandon, Duke of Suffolk, he was 
conſtituted Earl-Marſhal of England, alſoVicc- 
roy of Ireland. In the 18th of Henry VIII, 
be marched to the Aſſiſtance of the Earl of 
Shrewsbury, towards ſuppreſſing that memo- 


rable Inſurrection, called, The Pilgrimage of 
Grace. But after theſe, and many other ſig- 


nal Services, by the inſinuating Perſuaſions of 


ſome of the Nobility, who had contracted an 
Enmity againſt him, in Regard of the great 


Power and Favour he ſtood in, the King was 


ſo far miſled and incenſed againſt him, that 


he not only committed him Priſoner to the 


Tower, but gave Order for ſeizing his Goods, 


and gave Notice to his Ambaſſadors abroad, 


that He and his Son had conſpired to take 


upon them the Government, during his Life; 
and, after his Death, to get the Prince into 
their Hands: For which, being Both attainted 
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in Parliament, his Son loſt his Head, and he 
had farcd little better, had not the Death of 
the King prevented it. For ſo implacable was 
the Malice of his Enemies, that though a Par- 
don was given by Proclamation to all Per- 
ſons, for what Crimes ſoever, yet was he, 
with five others, particularly excepted. | 


ED WARD SETMO UR, Earl of 
Hertford, being, on the Death of King Henry 
VIII, appointed one of his Executors, and of 


the Council to his Son Prince Edward; who 


being proclaimed, he was, by the unanimous 
Conſent of the Council, choſen Protector 
of the young King, conſtituted Lord High 
Treaſurer of England, advanced to the 
Dignity of Duke of Somerſer, created Earls 


Marſhal of England for Life, a little Time 


after, received his Patent of Protector and 
Governor of the King and Realm; and the 
ſame Year, had a ſpecial Grant, that he 
ſhould fir alone, and be placed at all Times, 


as well in the King's Preſence in Parliament, 


as in his Abſence, on the Middle of rhe Bench, 

or Stool, ſtanding next on the Right-Hand 
the King's Scat Royal, in Parliament. Soon 
after, he was ſent, at the Head of a ſtrong 
Army, into Scotland, where he fought Mu/- 
| ſelborough Battle, He was, the next Year, be- 
ing the ſecond of Edward VI, again conſti- 


tuted Protector of the King's Perſon, and the I | 


whole Realm, during his Minority. BE 
9 BEIN G 
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| Henry VIII, and by that Marriage the younger 
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BEING much in Favour with King Henry 
VIII, and by him much employed, he was 


always obſerved to be faithful and fortunate, 


as well in giving Advice, as in managing a 
Charge. The Invaſion of James V of Scor- 
land, was fruſtrated, and So/em-Moſſe-Battle 
won, by his Direction. The next Year, he, 


and the Earl of Warwick, burned Leith and 


Edinburgh, and waſted Tivedale and the 
Marches. The Year following, being. ſent 
to view the Fortifications of the Marches 
of Calais, with the hardy Approach of Seven 
Thouland Engliſh, he beat an Army of 
Twenty-one Thouſand French, took their 
Baggage and Cannon ; and all with. the Loſs 
but of one Man, and after, won the Caſtle, com- 
monly called Red-Pile. The next Year, he 
invaded and ſpoiled Picardy, and began the 
Forts of Newhaven, Blackneſs, and Bulling- 
berge. Upon theſe and other like Succeſſes, 
his ſucceeding Fortunes were always eſteemed 


rather new, than ſtrange; and his Preſence 
alone was reputed ſufficient to animate an 
Army. But after all this Honour, Greatneſs, 
and proſperous Succeſſes, he fell, at laſt, partly 


through the Pride and revengeful Humour of 
Anne Stanhope, his Wife, who envying that 


his Brother, Lord Thomas Seymour, of Sud- 


ley, High-Admiral of England, had married 
the Lady Catherine Parr, Queen-Dowager to 


Bro- 
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Brother claimed Precedence before her ; ſhe 
poſſeſſed the Duke her Husband, that his Bro- 
ther ſtudied his Ruin; which, alſo, by the 
Artifices of the ambitious Earl of Marwick, 
took Place: ſo that the Lord Sudley was ar- 
reſted, and ſent Priſoner to the Tower, and 
in a very ſhort Time after, condemned by 
Act of Parliament, and loſt his Head; and 
what ſeems more rigid, by a Warrant under 
his own Brother's Hand. His Death created 
great Hatred in the People, againſt the Pro- 
rector, many of the Nobility calling him 
Bloodſucker, Murderer, unfit to be the King's 
Protector: Beſides, another Thing helped to 
confirm the public Hatred, his pulling down 
a Church and two Biſhops Houſes in the 
Strand, to make Way for Somerſer-Houſe, 
and ruining the Steeple, and moſt Part of the 
Church of St. John of Feruſalem, &c. to 
carry on the Building. Upon which, the 
Earl of Warwick, watching his Opportunity, 
formed a Party in the Privy-Council, againſt 
the Protector, which was no hard Matter to 
do, who removed the King from Hampton- 
Court to Windſor, and was ſoon after charged 
as the Occaſion of all the Calamities that had 
befallen the Nation, and ſent Priſoner to the 
Tower, where he ſubmitted to his Accuſation, 
and himſelf begged rhe King's Pardon for the 
ſame, who again releaſed him, remitted his 
Fines, returned all his Goods, undiſpoſed of, 


and once more ſwore him of his Privy- Caun- 
JF'2 cil. 
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cil. After which, his Daughter was married 
to the Lord Liſie, Son and Heir to the Earl 
of Warwick, and the Earl of Warwick him- 
ſelf made Admiral of England, and Duke of 
Nort humberlaud. But this Match was ſo far 
from ſtifling all former Animoſities, that now 
the aforeſaid Duke, having a more full and 
ſufficient Authority, charged the Duke of So- 
merſet ane w, with ſeveral wicked Deſigns to 
murder himſelf, and many more of the No- 
bility, for which, being put in the Tower, 
and brought to his Tryal, he was found guilty 
of Felony, and ſentenced to be hanged; and 
two Months after, the Violence of his Ene- 
mies, notwithſtanding the King's Deſire to 
fave him, drew him to Tower- Hill, where, 
41 the 24th, 1552, he loſt his Head. 
He ſuffered with great Conſtancy, and was 
very much lamented, People dipping their 
| Handkerchiefs in his Blood, and laying them 
up as ſacred Relicks. 1: 
WILLIAM PAULET, Earl of 
Wiltſhire, was the next Lord Treaſurer, con- 
ſtituted on the Death of the Duke of So. 
merſet; but ſteered a more even Courſe than 
his Predeceſſor, He was eſteemed a Man of 
excellent Parts and Learning, and being taken 
Notice of by King Henry, was made Comp- 
troller of his Houſhold, at that Time only 
vir William Paulet, Knt. He was after this 
employed on Embaſſies Abroad, and on his 
wy Return 


ö 


Return made Treaſurer of the Houſhold, and 

Lord Saint-Fohn ; and two Years after, or 
thereabouts, Maſter of the Wards, and Knight 
of the Garter ; and was from thence always 
near the King, and in Repute at Court. King 
Henry lying 'on his Death- Bed, he was ap= 
pointed one of his Executors, and of Coun- 
cil to Prince Edwara, after Edward VI, in 
the firſt Year of whoſe Reign he was made 
Lord Keeper of the Great Seal, Earl of Milli- 
ſbire, and Lord Treaſurer of England, and 
in the fourth, created Marquis of Mincheſter. 


HE continued in Favour with Queen Mary, 
and Queen Eligabeth, and in the Office of 
Lord Treaſurer, and died unblemiſhed at al- 


= moſt an hundred Years of Age: But I cannot 


help obſerving, that it muſt certainly be a 

wonderful Frame of Conduct, to carry a 3 
through ſo many different Changes, and ſo 
precarious a State of Fortune, and that either 
he muſt be a Man of the moſt happy Temper, 
or a very exquiſite Politician. | 


HIS immediate Succeſſor in this Office, 
was William Cecil Lord Burleigh. He was 
in great Favour with King Henry VIII, and 
being a Perſon of great Learning, fingular 
Judgment, and other great ados was, 
through the Favour of the Duke of Somerſet, 
advanced to the Office of Cuſtos Brevinm.; 
and in the fifth of Edward VI, conſtituted 
ONE 


one of the principal Secretaries of State, and 

of the Privy- Council. In the Reign of Queen 
Mary, he was forced to ſhift the Scene; but 
Queen Eligabeth, in the firſt Year of her 
= Reign, choſe him of her Privy-Council; and 
| 


in the third, made him Maſter of the Wards : 
and though ſome of the Nobility envied his 
© Preferment, yet She farther advanced him to 
the Degree and Dignity of a Baron of this 
| Realm, by the Title of Lord Burleigh; and 
in the 14th of her Reign, created him Lord 
Treaſurer, ſupporting him through all the De- 
| figns formed againſt him, and valuing him as 
her ableſt Miniſter of State, which could only 
protect him againſt the Envy he had contracted 
by his high Preferments: She would make him |} 
always ſit down in her Preſence, ſaying, My | 
Tora, We make uſe of you, not for your bad | 
Legs, but for your good Head. And the Queen 
| viſiting him when ſick of the Gout, at Burleigh- 
| Houſe in the Strand, the Lord's Servant, who 
conducted her in at the Door, deſired her Ma- 
jeſty to ſtoop : Tes, ſays ſhe, I will ſtoop for 
your Maſter, but not for the King of Spain. 
His Saying was, Pudens qui patiens ; his 
Maxim, Nolo Minor me timeat, deſpiceatve 
Major ; My Inferior ſhall not fear, my Supe- 
rior ſhall not deſpiſe me. 


UPON his Death, which happened in the 
41ſt of Elisabeth, Thomas Sackville, Lord 
Buckhurſt, was conſtituted Lord Treaſurer. 


He 


U An 


He was a Man of excellent Qualifications, and 


early in the Favour of Queen Elizabeth, who 


created him Lord Buckhurſt, and ſent him 
her Ambaſſador to France, and the Emperor 
Maximilian, as likewiſe to the States of Hol. 
land, upon their Diſlike of the Earl of Lei- 
ceſter, whoſe Intereſt was ſo great with that 
Queen, that he procured him at his Return, 
to be confined many Months to his Houſe; 
but ſurviving that great Earl, (who died the | 
ſame Year) he had afterwards ſuch high Eſteem 
from Queen Elizabeth, that ſhe made him 
Lord Treaſurer of England, and three Years 
| after, one of the Lords. Commiſſioners for 


= cxccuting the Office of Earl-Marſhal of Eng. 
land. 


N 0 R did King James leſs value his A- 
bilities; in the firſt Year of his Reign he re- 
newed his Patent for the Office of Lord 
Treaſurer for Life, and ſoon after, the ſame 
Tea, created him Earl of Dorſet. 


1 was likewiſe Knight of the Garter, _ 
Chancellor of the Univerſity of Oxford; and 


| held this great Office to his Death, without 


the Taint of Corruption, though he had pow- 
| erful Enemies. 


ROBERT CECI L, Earl of e 
Son of William Lord Burleigh, Predeceſſor to 
the * Lord Treaſurer. He was firſt Knighted, 


and 


U 
1 


| 


cellor of Cambridge. 


Vears after, ſummoned among the Barons, by 


made one of King Fames's Privy- Council, 
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and made one of the principal Secretaries of 
State to Queen Elizabeth, who ſent him into 
France to mediate Peace between that Crown 


three Years after, made him Lord Treaſurer 
of England, Knight of the Garter, and Chan- 


I FIND that he continued in this great 
Office to his Death, which happened in the 


Year 1612, (10 Fac. 1.) but meet with no- 
thing remarkable in his Conduct therein. 


LITTLE elſe can be ſaid of the next 
Treaſurer, vig. Thomas Earl of Suffolk: He 
was a younger Son of that Great Man, Tho- 


mas Duke of Norfolk, beheaded by Queen 


Elizabeth, but was with his Brothers reſtored 
in Blood in the enſuing Parliament ; and ſome 


the Title of Lord Howard of Walden, and 


who having created him Earl of Suffoll, con- 
ſtituted him next, Lord Steward of his Houſe- 
hold, and Lord Treaſurer of England, in which 
Employment he continued about fix Years, 


and reſigned it to Sir Henry Montague Kant. 


then Lord Chief Juſtice of the King s. Bench. 


THIS 
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THIS Sir Henry Montague was ſoon 
after created a Peer, by the Title of Lord 
Montague of Kimbolton, and Viſcount Man- 


deville, and held this Office only about the 


Space of ten Months, when he was ſucceeded 
by Lionel Cranfield Earl of Middleſex. But 


he was afterwards, I find, created Earl of 
Mancheſter, Primo Car. 1. and had the Office 


of Lord Privy- Seal under that Prince; ſo 
that, it ſeems, it was not for any Fault in his 
Conduct, that he continued Treaſurer no 


longer; but rather that he was put in till-the 
the King had found out a fit Perſon _— _ 


Office. 


| THIS: was, as I have ald. Lionet Crag) 
field, afterwards Earl of M:ddleſex. He was 
originally only a Merchant of the City 'of 
London ; but, having married a Kinſwoman 
of the Marquis, after Duke, of Buckingham, 
he was brought to Court, where the King 
beſtowed on him the Honour of Knighthood'; 


and finding him capable of publick Buſineſs, 


for he was a Man of very good Accompliſh- 
ments, his Majeſty firſt made him Maſter' of 
the Requeſts, next, Maſter of the great Ward- 
robe, then Maſter of the Wards, and a Privy- 
Counſellor; and ſoon after theſe Preferments, 
created him Lord Cranfield, and Lord Trea- 
ſurer of guns; and laſt, Earl of DES. 
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As theſe ſudden and great Preferments, 
from ſo low a Beginning, had procured him 
the Envy of many of the Ancient Nobility ; 
ſo Buckingham, who had raiſed him, being 
now ſwelled to the higheſt Pitch of Grandeur, 
took up a Reſolution to cruſh this new Fa- 
vourite, leſt he ſhould ſhoot too high for him, 
and in the End, out-rival him in Power and 
Favour; and this he might the more calily 
do, for as Middleſex wanted Innocence to 
defend himſelf, ſo he wanted Humility, that 
others might do it for him, having tranſacted 
Many Things in his Office of Lord Treaſurer, 
as only the King's ſpecial Indulgence could 
Skreen him from the Puniſhment of; in Re- 
ference. to which there is one Story very 
memorable. 


M Lord Bacon, after he was ſentenced 
in Parliament, meeting with this Lord Cran- 
Feld, juſt after he had been made Treaſurer, 
and having firſt congratulated him on his Ad- 
=  vancement to ſo high a Poſt, told him, be- 
tween Jeſt and Earneſt, That there was one 
Thing he would recommend to his Lordſhip, 
and, through him, to all other great Officers 


at Court, which is, ſays he, To remember a 
Parliament will come. 


WHETHER. my Lord Bacon ſpoke by 
the Spirit of Divination or no, I cannot tell, 
. { - | but 


. 


but it was not full two Years before the Earl 
Vas impeached in Parliament, which was ſe⸗ 
conded by Buckingham, and received very 
readily by the Lords: His Accuſation was for 
Bribery, Extortion, Oppreſſions, and other 
heinous Miſdemeanours, for which he had 
Judgment as follows. 
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= That Lionel, Earl of Middleſex; no 
1 Lord Treaſurer of England, ſball loſe 
1 all his Offices which he holds in this 
Kingdom; and ſhall be made 00 

ever incapable of any Office, Place, or 
Employment in the Kate and Com- 


MOn-wealth. 


That he ball be impriſoned in the Tower 
of London during. the Ki "ng s Plea- 


1 fare. 
* = That bs ſball pay to our Soveraign Lotd 


the King, the Sum of Fifty Thouſand 
Pounds, 


That he ſball never more . in Hatlia- 
_ ment 85 


And that he ſball never come within 
the Verge of the Court, 
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A BILL was likewiſe paſſed to make his 
Eſtate liable to the King's Fine, and other 
Accompts, and to make Reſtitution to all ſuch 
whom he had wronged, as ſhould be allowed 
by the Diſcretion of the Houſe. 


IT was once propoſed to degrade him of 
his Honours, but this was prevented by the 
Lords, as an ill Precedent, in Regard his 
Poſterity had not offended. : 


SUCH was the ſudden Riſe and Fall of 
this popular Man, and all in the Compaſs of 
about ten Years, from his firſt coming to 
Court, | 


_ — UPON the diſplacing of whom, Sir 
Richard Weſton, Knt. at that Time Chan- 
cellor and Under-Treaſurer of the Exchequer, 
was commiſſioned to execute the Office of 
Treaſurer during the King's Pleaſure, which he 
did for about the Space of ſix Months; when 
Sir James Ley, Bart. was conſtituted to this 
Office, in the 22d of James I. He had been 
the King's Serjeant and Attorney, and Chief 
Juſtice both in England and Ireland ; and 
ſoon after his Advancement to this Poſt, was 
created Lord Ley, and Earl of Marlborough. 
He had ſeen the ſad Example of his Prede- 
ceſſor the Earl of M:4dleſex ; which, together 
With his own Prudence, and Honeſty, ſerved 
N = 
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after, Earl of Portland, and Knight of the 
Garter. He had been Chancellor and Under- 


practiſed by unuſual and diſagreeable Methods, 


Publick Good, whatevet Succeſs they met 


(29) 
him as a Land- Mark to ſteer clear of the dan- 
gerous Shelves that frequently attend the 
Courſe of this high Office, which he held 
quietly to his Death, Anno 1628. and for lome 
Part of the Time was alſo Lord Preſident of © * 
the Council, an Inſtance I have ſeldom or 
never met with. 


SOON after his Death, Sir Richard 
Weſton before-mentioned, now advanced to 
the Dignity of Lord Weſton, was conſtituted }; 
Lord Treaſurer of England; and ſome Time 


Treaſurer before, for ſome conſiderable Time; 
and had executed the Office of Lord Treaſu- 
rer by Commiſſion, as I have obſerved before. 
He was a Man well verſed therein, and other- 
wiſe of very great Abilities; and diſcharged 
this Office with great Prudence and Fidelity 
to the Time of his Death, which happened in 
the xth Year of Charles I. For one general Ob- 
ſervation may be made, That they only miſ- 
carried, who were guilty of Singularity, ang 


which were ſeldom eſteemed to be for the 


With. 


NEXT ſucceeded Francis Lord Cotting- 


Lon, a Perſon who had raiſed himſelf to this 


Honour by his own Virtue and Induſtry. He 
was 


by were very much incenſed. He was likewiſe 


« - 4 
was brought up 2 Edward Stafford , 
Vice- Chamberlain to Queen Eligabeth, to 
whom he was nearly allicd, and was at firſt 
only Gentleman of his Horſe : But having 


been Secretary to the Embaſly in Hain, he 
came at length to be one of the Clerks of 


the Council, after Chancellor and Under- 
Treaſurer of the Exchequer, and then ſent 


= Ambaſlador into Spain to treat of Peace. 


His Merit being now well known to King 


Charles I. he created him Lord Cottington; { | 


and on his Progreſs into Scotland, gave him 
Commiſſion to execute the Office of Lord 


Treaſurer during his Majeſty's Abſence : And 


ſtanding firm to the King in the Time of his 
Troubles, had the ſame Truſt repoſed in him 


at Oxford of the Little his Majeſty had left 
for his mean Support. Yet notwithſtanding 
the Smallneſs of what he had to manage, it 
was ſufficient to create him many Enemies, 


even among the King's Friends, who did not 


envy his Preferment alone, but there were 
other Cauſes afligned. He had not only, from 
& a ſmall Beginning, raiſed himſelf a fine Eftate, 
but having been Maſter of the Yards to the 


King, by his ſingular good Husbandry therein, 
had increaſed the Revenue of the Court to 


be much greater than what had ever been 


known before his Adminiſtration ; at which, 


not only thoſe at Court, but moſt of the 


other Rich and Eminent Families of England, 


— 2 
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” folp ected of being a Favourer of the Papiſts, 
N which raiſed the Number of his Enemies. 
But the Loſs of All on the King's Side, put 
an End to every Reſentment ; after which, 
he gave his conſtant Attendance on King 
8 Charles II. in his Exile, but never returned 
to England, dying in Spain, at a very ad- 
E vanccd Age; ſo that of his Management in 
this high Office we can ſay no more. 


WILLIAM FUNXON, Lord Biſhop 


of London, was the next Lord Treaſurer 
but here it is to be obſerved, that there was 


an Interval in the Lord Cottingtons Admini- 


ſtration, who firſt only exerciſed the Office 


during the King's Abſence in Scotland, which 
was the 9th of Charles I. and was not con- 
ſtituted Ld. Treaſurer till the 19th of Charles I. 
1643. at Oxford, in which Space of Time, 
for the firſt Year, it was in Commiſſion to 
William Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and 
others; and then, at the Inſtance of Archbi- 
ſhop Laud, given by the King to Biſhop 
Juxon. But the Troubles of the Kingdom 
then beginning, and the Exchequer at a low 
Ebb, little Account is to be given of the 
Management of the Treaſury 1 in- this Time. 


SO ON after the Nee the A 
Affairs recovering ſomething of their Diſor- 
der, Thomas Mriotheſley, Earl of Southam- 
"yy was conſtituted Lord High WM A 
an 
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Man of ſingular Remark in this high Office, 
of whom the Lord Clarendon gives the fol- 
lowing Character. He was (ſays he) of a 
© Nature much inclined to Melancholy, and 
being born a younger Brother, and his 
Father, and elder Brother, dying upon the 
Point together, whilſt he was but a Boy, 
he was at firſt much troubled to be called 
My Lord, and with the Noiſe of Atten- 
dants, ſo much he then delighted to be 
alone: He had a great Spirit, and never 
had any Converſation in the Court, or 
Obligation to it. On the contrary, he had 
undergone ſome Hardſhips from it, which 
made it believed he would have been ready 
to have taken all Occaſions to have been 
ſevere towards it: And therefore, in the 
Beginning of the Long Parliament, no Man 
was more courted by the Managers of thoſe 
Deſigns: He had a great Diſlike of the high 
Courſes which had been taken in the Go- 
vernment, and a particular Prejudice to the 
Earl of Strafford, for ſome exorbitant Pro- 
ceedings. But, as ſoon as the Ways of 
Reverence and Duty towards the King de- 
clined, and the Proſecution of that Earl 
ſeemed to exceed the Limits of Juſtice, he 
oppoſed them vigorouſly in all their Pro- 
ceedings. He was a Man of great Sharp- 
neſs of Judgment, a very quick Apprehen- 
ſion, and that Readineſs of Expreſſion upon 
any ſudden Debate, that no Man delivered 

1 him- 
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. himſelf more advantageouſly and weightily, 


and more efficaciouſly with the Hearers; fo 
that no Man gave them more Trouble in 
his Oppoſition, or drew ſo many to his Con- 
currence With him in Opinion: He had no 
Relation to, or Dependance upon the Court, 
or purpoſed to have any, but wholly pur- 
ſued the publick Intereſt; It was long be- 
fore he could be prevailed with to be a 
Counſellor, and longer before he would 
be admitted Groom of the Bed- Chamber; 
and received both Honours the rather, be- 
cauſe, after he had refuſed to take a Pro- 


to be taken by all their Members; they 
had likewiſe voted, That no Man ſhould 
be capable of any Preferment in Church or 
State, who refuſed to take the ſame, and 
he would ſhew how much he contemned 
thoſe Votes. He went with the King to 
Tork, was ſollicitous for the Offer of the 
Peace at Notting ham, becauſe he believed 
it might turn to his Majeſty's Advantage; 
was with him at Eagehill, and came and 
ſtaid with him at Ofurd to the End of 
the War, taking all QOppottunities to ad- 
vance and improve all Motions of Peace; 


and, as no Man was, more punctual in per- 


© forming his own Duty, ſo no Man chad 
* more' melancholy Apprehenſions of the 
© Iflue of the War, in which, he continued 
6 his faithful Services to the laſt, The King 
EE; nn__ 


© truſted himſelf with the old Counteſs, his | 
© Mother, at her Houſe at Tzrchfield, when he 


came to the King, the Night before he em- 
© barked, and when his Veſſel was ready; 


© Obligation with great Kindneſs, he being 
_ © the only Perſon of that Condition, who 


(34) 


ent from Hampton-Court to the Iſle of 
* Wight, with Aſſurance of being ſafe and 
© welcome, nor was he deceived therein; for i 
© his Reception from that Noble Lady was 
© equal to his Majeſty's Wiſhes, tho through 
the Imprudence of Aſhournham, and others 
© about the King, they diſcovered his Ma- 
< jeſty's being there, and brought Hammond 
© to the Houſe, who with ſpecious Aſſurances I 
© of honourable Uſage and Liberty, carried 
him thence to the [ſe of Wight. Afﬀeer 
© the Battle of Worceſter, when the King was 
© in Danger, the Earl of Southampton, who 
« 
1 
c 
c 
« 
* 
» 
« 
o 


was then at his Houſe at Tzichfield in 
Flampſhire, had been advertiſed of the 
King's being in the Weſt, and of miſſing 
his Paſſage at Lime, and ſent a truſty Gentle- 
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man to thoſe faithful Perſons in the Coun- 
try, whom he thought were moſt like to 
be employed for his Eſcape, if he came 
into thoſe Parts, to let them know he had 
a Ship ready, and if the King came to him, 
he ſhould be ſafe ; which Advertiſement 


* but his Majeſty ever acknowledged the 


had the Courage to ſollicit ſach Danger, 
* though 


W 


& though all good Men RITES wiſhed the 


his King's Deliverance. 

he 

of © UPO N the happy At of 115 
nd Majeſty King Charles, as a Reward for all 
for < his eminent and faithful Services, he was 
vas immediately choſen a Privy- Counſellor, 
gh < Knight of the Garter, and made Lord High 
ers Treaſurer of England; which great Office, 
la- ſays another Author, he executed to the 
2d general Satisfaction of the King, and all 
es Mankind, and Died in it, Anno 1667. | 
ed 2 
er AVERY rare Example in any Man, that 
as to obtain ſo wonderful a Character, inſtead 
no of accumulating to himſelf a vaſt and un- 
in bounded. Fortune, which he might eaſily 
he have done, is ſaid, rather to have ſupported 
1g the Treaſury by large Reſources to his own 
e- Eftate, through which Inſtance he ought to 
n- W be eſteemed as a Miracle among Lord Trea- 


furers, whoſe unprecedented Honeſty had it- 
ſelf been a juſt Example to others, without 
the Addition of ſo ſingular a Point of Ge- 
neroſity, and Regard to his Prince. 5718 

SOON after the Death of this Tamas 
Earl of Jourhampion, the Management of 


* * 7 * BY 
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the Treaſury was put into Commiſſion, exe. 


Aſbley Cooper, then Chancellor and Under- 


TEE Sir Thomas Clifford, Treaſurer of 


e 
g cuted by the Duke of Albemarle, the Lord 
0 
7 
1 * the 


u the Houſhold, William Coventry, Eſq; and 
Sir John Duncomb; which Commiſſion laſted 


| therein. 


Son imitated, in order to the Reſtauration of 


Hand in, and therefore came to Court with 


(35) 


two Years; at the Expiration of that Time 
the ſame Commiſſioners were continued thre: A 
Years longer, when Sir Thomas Clifford wal 
created Lord Clifford, in the Year 1672, and 


ſoon after Lord High Treaſurer 3 but as he 


retained this Office only one Year, there is 
little or no Room to ſpeak of his Conduq 


To him ſucceeded Thomas Osborne, Eſq; 
Son of Sir Edward Osborne, Bart. Vice-Pre- 
fident of the Council to King Charles I, and 
Lieutenant- General of that Prince's Forces in 
the North of England on the breaking out 
of the grand Rebellion, whoſe Loyalty the 


King Charles II. which he had a very forward 


a double Recommendation, of both his own, 
and his Father's Merits and Services. 


HE was firſt made Treaſurer of the Navy, 
and ſoon after created Viſcount Dunblain in 
Scotland, and conſtituted Lord High Treaſu- 
rer of England; and farther, Baron Kzveton, 
Viſcount Latimer, and Earl of Danby ; and 
inſtalled Knight of the Garter. But in the 
Year 1679, when he enjoyed the higheſt Marks 
of his Majeſty” s Favour, he was openly Im- 
peached i in Parliament. The main Accuſation 


againſt 


2 
d 
— 
8 
L 
| 
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W againſt him, more than the frequent Envy 
W contracted by his high Station, was his being 


in the French Intereſt, founded chiefly on a 


Letter to Mr. Ambaſſador Mountague at Pa- 
ris, and produced againſt him, dated March. . 


the 25th, 1678, written by the King's Com- 
mand ; * who, like a 
deavoured all he could to skreen him from 


this ſudden Misfortune ; and whilſt the Storm 


was gathering in the Houſe, paſſed a Pardon 
for him under the Great Seal. This ſo a- 
larmed the Commons, that they forthwith 


addreſſed his Majeſty, ſhewing the Illegality - 


of the ſame, and repreſenting the dangerous 


Conſequence of granting Pardons to any Per- 
ſons Impeached by the Commons of England. 
Whereupon, he lay under a Neceſſity of with? 


drawing himſelf, not without the King's Con- 
ſent, and even his poſitive Commands ſo to 


do. Which Steps juſtly heightened the Suſ- 
picion of the People againſt "him, and made 
many believe him guilty of ſome high Crimes; 
and ſo far aggravated the Commons, that 
they immediately ordered a Bill to be brought | 


in, to ſummon him to render himſelf by a 


certain Day, or, in Default, to Attaint him. 


The Lords ſent down a Bill, for baniſhing 


and diſabling him; which was ſo far om b 
fulfilling their Reſentment, that they rejected; 


* See, His Grace's Letters, Bo, p. 72. publiſhed by himſelf, 
Anno 1710. 


generous Prince, en- 


| 
? 
| 
'Y 
| 
: 
1 
| 


and 


} l . 
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IS renders it ſtrange, even to ſurmile, that he 


1 
| | 


and paſſed another, to Attaint him of f High 


be had Time allowed him, to give in his 


and Princeſs of Orange, whoſe Intereſt he 
vigorouſly promoted, in Oppoſition to a 


Sphere of Lord Treaſurer ; yet he was ad- 


n 


Treaſon. 


THESE Proceedings obliged him to ſur- 
render himſelf; and appearing at the Bar of 
the Houſe of Lords, he excuſed his Abſence, 
and inſiſted on his Innocency; upon which 


Anſwer to the Articles of Impeachment; and 
being committed to the Tower, was after- 
wards admitted to Bail: and ſo all this mighty 
Matter dropt, which in Reality ſeems to 
have no other Foundation, than the Emula- 
tion he had raiſed in this high Station; to- 
gether with the Virulency of thoſe (and indeed 
all other) Times, to Men whom the Prince 
is pleaſed to fayour. 


AND this ſeems the more obvious from 
the Favour he afterwards ſhewed to the Prince 


French and Popiſh Faction; which, methinks, 


ſhould have the leaſt Inclination to make ny 
Adyances in Favour of France. 


AND though he ated no more lin the 


vanced in Honour and Employment, created 
Duke of Leeds, and made Lord Preſident of 
| the Council; and Died at laſt with the Cha- 


racter 


the Treaſury was again put into the Hands of 


| phin and Hyde) and fo laſted the Reſidue of 


Lord High Treaſurer. 


as well as the Fidelity and Alliance of his 


0 39 * 
rater of a true Patriot of the Church, and 
Liberties of England. 


ON the Remoyal of the Earl of f Danby, 


Commiſſioners, (among whom were Godol. 


that Reign; but King James aſcending the 
Throne, Hyde was ſoon after conſtituted 


HE was held in the greateſt Eſteem by 
King Charles II. his own Accompliſhments, 


Family, juſtly recommending him to that 
Prince's Favour, who in the Year 1678, em- 
ployed him as his Ambaſſador to Holland, 
with Propoſals to the Prince of Orange, to 
declare War againſt France; and on his Re- 
turn, appointed him one of the Commitl- 

ſioners of the Treaſury : But, as the higheſt 


| Senſe of Gratitude inclined him to the In- 
tcreſt of his Brother-in-Law the Duke of 


Tork, it raiſed him many Enemies on the 
other Side; fo that the Parliament, in the 
Year 1680, addreſſed the King to remove 


him (with ſeveral others) from all Places of C 
Truſt, and from his Council and Favour for 


ever: But ſo far was his Majeſty from com- 
plying with their Requeſt, or from thinking 
he merited this Reſentment, that, inſtead 
ho ay. he created him, Viſcount and Baron 
Hyde, 


(7 _. 
Hyde, and ſome Time after; Earl of Ro- | 
cheſter. 8 ; 


IN the Year 1684; he was made Lord m 
Preſident of the Council; which was the laft. 
Lear of King Charles II. And on King Fames's i 
= aſcending the Throne, beſides being conſtituted I 
Ld: HighTreaſurer of England, he was inſtalled - 
Knight of the Garter. But in this high Sta- 
tion, he found a very difficult Part to act, 
between the Inveteracy of One Party, and 
the Jealouſy of Another. His being put into 
the High Commiſſion- Court, as well as ſome 
other paſt Actions of his Life, rendered him 
diſtaſteful to Proteſtants, at leaſt, to thoſe 
who were no Fayourers of King Zames's 
Proceedings; and his oppoſing Tyrconnel's 
being made Lieutenant of Ireland, and ſome 
& other Steps in Council, laid him equally un- 
| der the Jealouſy and Suſpicion of the Pa- 
piſts; ſo that between Both, an eaſy Paſſage 
was made for his being diſplaced, though it 
was the latter who pointed out the Way, 
having in Reality only that Weight and Power 
with the King, to bring it about; for they 
put his Majeſty upon the Experiment of try- 
ing his Affection to the Church of Rome, 
who, from the many Favours he had beſtowed 
on him, and the conſtant Ardency of Spirit 

* he had always ſhewn in his Intereſt, thought 
be had | ſufficient Grounds: to faſten that 
WS ghty Requeſt upon him; which his _ 
—_—  . - ſhip | 


„„ a fo 0AMAL 
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Whip finding a handſome Way to evade, it 
Was no hard Matter for his Enemies * 
Ithe King to prevail with his Majeſty to diſ- 
miſs him from his Confidence; inſeparable 
from which, was this his Office of Lord Trea- 
ſurer. And that I may have an Opportunity, 
to ſhew it was entirely owing to the miſe- 
rable End of State · Policy, t together with the 
Deſigns of his Enemies, it appears, that the 
King aſſigned him a Penſion of Five Thou- 
land Pounds a Vear, an Argument ſufficient 
of the King's Favour and his own Merit. 


te ie .. 


3 


HE was Saat ON of the Frivy- | 
| Council to King William and Queen Mary, 
made Ld. Lieutenant of Ireland; and Ld. Pre- 
ſident of the Council to Queen Anne, who, 
it is ſaid, deſigned him again the Office of 
Lord High Treaſurer, had not his Death pre- 
vented it: and as to any other Practice, of 
his Life, it concerns not the preſent Purpoſe. 


erer KW CIP WW om w- 


'DURING. the, whole Reign of King 
e the Office of Lord Treaſurer Was 
conſtantly in Commiſſion, ſo that the next 
Lord Treaſurer conſtituted by Queen Anne, 
in the Year' 170, Was Hianey Lord Godol- | 
phin. He was a Man of excellent -Accom- 
pliſhments, and what beſides might, juſtify her i 
Majeſty's Choice, he had for many, Years been 
employed in the Treaſury. On the Earl ot 
Dandy's Diſmiſſion from this Office, in the 

Hz Tear 
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Year 1679, he was conſtituted one of the 


(a) 


Lords of the Treaſury, which Truft he dif. 
charged with great Fidelity, and with uncom- 
mon Application and Diligence; which having 
faiſed the Reputation of his Parts and Capa- 
city, he was in 1684, promoted to be one 
of his Majeſty's Principal Secretaries of State; 
but afterwards appointed firſt Commiſſioner 
of the Treaſury : Soon after which he was i 

created Lord Godolphin. In the firſt Year of 


King 


James II. he was conſtituted Ld. Cham- 


berlain to the Queen, and made again one of 
the Commiſſioners of the Treaſury, on diſ- 


placing the Earl of Rocheſter. Upon the | 
landing 


of the Prince of Orange, he was one 


of the Commiſſioners to treat with that 


Prince, who ſoon made him one of his Privy- 


Council; and continued him one of the Lords | 
of the Treaſury. His Lordſhip was four times 
One of the Lords Juſtices of in that 


Reign. 


HOW he e diſcharged this great Office, is 
yet freſh in our Memories, and leaves me 
therefore the leſs to ſay; but inclines me to 
repeat my general Obſervation, That the Ad- 
miniſtration of it had raiſed him ſo many 
Enemies, as nothing but the Queen's imme- 
diate Favour; could ſhelter him for is long a 


Continuance. 


THOSE 


the 


dil. 
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THOSE nhe have poke With the greateſt | 


Freedom of his Conduct ſay, that during the 


three firſt Years of Her Majeſty's Reign, he 


I managed the publick Revenues with a great. 


deal of Exactneſs and Frugality, Which con- 
tributed very much to the retrieying of pub- 
lick Credit; and engaged People to lend. 
their Money with great Facility, notwith- 


; | ſtanding he had reduced the Intereſt to five 
per Cent. upon moſt of the ſhort Funds; and 


with great Prudence he contrived, That the 
Lenders ſhould not, as tormerly, be permirted - 
to bring all their Money into the Exchequer 

at once, but by Degrees; by which excellene 


Management Sreat Sums of latereſt Were 
ſaved. | 


BUT wa mas | a * 2 fm 
deviated from, and contrary Meaſures purſued, 


Inſtead of that generous Contribution which 


Her Majeſty gave out of the Civil Liſt, in the 
firſt Year of Her Reign, towards the Expence 
of the War, great Profuſion was made of the 
Crown-Lands and Revenues, by Grants and 
Donatives : Great Sums laid-out in Secret Ser- 
vices, particularly, to bring about the Unzon 
with Scotland, which, together with the Loſſes 
ſuſtained by employing unreſponſible Perſons 
in the Collection of Taxes, and the Defici- 
ency of Funds, vaſtly increaſed the Nations 
Debts. On the other Hand, high Intereſts 

G 2 | were 


( 44 ) 
were again introduced, the publick Revenues 
either entirely ſold, or anticipated for many 
Years to come, with a Load of other lefler 
Grievances laid to his Charge, which were 
ſufficient to remove him from the Office of 
Lord Treaſurer; and, as in ſome paſt Ex- 
amples, to ſatisfy the Reſentment of his E- 
nemies, for it appears that their Complaints 
were carried no farther: On the contrary, it 
has been confidently ſaid, That his Succeſſor 
was ſo generous, as to vindicate his Memory. 
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-A LATE Writer, not more unhappy than 
ſelf-conceited, has pretended to ſhew, © that 
“ neither our Reputation, nor our Aﬀarrs, 
tc were by any Means in a deſpicablèe Con- 
« dition, after the Peace made by the late 
« Lord Oxford.” Nay, what is more ſurpri- 
zing, this Gentleman as confidently, as ground. 
tefly, aſſerts, © that tho HARLEY had been 
* ſeveral] Times Speaker of the Houſe of 
% Commons; tho he had been Secretary of 
e tate, and Lord Treaſurer ; tho' he had 
* formed a South. Sea Company, which made 
Government- Securities, that were at 40 per 
* Cent. Diſcount, ſell at Par; after all this 
« Died poor.” * rota i 


TH O' the Earl of Oxford, thus ſignalized 
his Merit, by reſcuing the Credit of the Na- 
See Budgell 5 Letter to Cleomenes, pag. 203, 204. 


tion, 


45) 
tion, yet I am very ſenſible, if the late Lord 
Lechmere underſtood any Law, that he was 
both juſtly Impriſoned and Impeached; but, 
| as to his Acquittal, it was thought at the. 
Time, and will be looked upon to Futurity, 
as no ſmall Myſtery of State. Verbum ſat. 


| THE Reader may, perhaps, expe& I ſhould: 
add Remarks of my own, which, indeed, was 
never my Deſign : I have had Reaard to ſome 
occaſional Paſſages of their Lives and Con- 
duct, eſpecially in this high Employment, 
and that in as conciſe a Manner as poſſible. 
Let others make fatther Obſervations as they 
pleaſe. My Intention was to ſhew on what. 
a {lippery Precipice that Man ſtands, who hag 
the Adminiſtration of this Great Office, and 
how difficult it is, from paſt Examples, to 
ſteer ſo even; a Courſe, as not to run the 
Hazard of ſplitting among Rocks and Quick- 
Sands; or avoid the Storms which naturally 
ariſe from the Breath of thoſe who envy the 
extraordinary Power inv eſted i in a Lord Trea- 
ſurer. 


NOR is there any other Great Officer, 
that I know, liable: to the ſame Emulation 
in ſo general a Manner: It is, as I have ſaid, - 
Jo high a Nature of Preferment, as well as 
ſo = publick a Concern, that a Man can- 
not well eſcape; being narrowly obſerved ; 
where the leaſt Point of wrong Judgment 


forms 


„ 


8 
forms Accuſations, that the moſt honeſt 
Practice imaginable cannot clear; eſpecially, 


When the Whiſpers of their Enemies have 


made them current among the Vulgar. 
* 


FOR Inſtances of this, let the mals 
turn back, and ſee how few have eſcaped 


uncenſured. Burleigh, with all his Zeal and 


Honeſty, could only be ſupported by the 
Favour of his Miſtreſs. 


THI 8 10 s clearly een in certain 
een, made by Francis Bacon, Eſq; 


on a Libel, publiſhed againſt the Queen, the 


State, and his Lordſhip, in the Year 1592. 
The Libeller ſhewed his Cunning, in Pallia- 
tion of his Malicious In vectives, againſt her 
Majeſty, and the State, with Pretence of 
Taxing only the Adions of this Miniſter. 


. Nor, ſays the moſt judicious Bacon, „I can- 


not rightly call this Point, Cunning in the 
Libeller, but rather good Will to be cun- 
ning, without Skill indeed, or Judgment : 
For, finding that it had been the uſual 
and ready Practice of ſeditious Subjects, 
to plant and bend their Invectives and 
Clamours, not againſt the Soveraigus them- 
ſelves, but againſt ſome ſuch as had Grace 
with them, and Authorities under them; 
he put in ure his Learning in a wrong and 
„ | UNProper Caſe. For this hath ſome Ap- 
= Pearance, to cover undutiful Invectives, 


« when 


0 AN 
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à when it is uſed againſt Favoutites; or New 


« Upſtarts, and ſudden riſen Counſellors 


a But when it ſhall be practiſed againſt One, 


c that hath been Counſellor before her Ma- 
t jeſtys Time; and hath continued longer 
« Counſellor than any other Connſellor in 
« Europe; One, that muſt needs have been 
<« great, if it were but by ſurviving alone, 
e though he had no other Excellency ; One, 
<« that hath paſſed the Degrees of Honour, 
ce with great Travel and long Time, which 


« quencheth always Envy, except it be joined 


« with extreme Malice: Then it appeareth 
* manifeſtly to be but a Brick-Wall at Ten? 
« g, to make the Defamation; and Hatred, 
«© rebound. from the Counſellor upon the 
ce Prince. But herein they do his Lordſhip 
«© much Honour, for the more deſpitefully 
<« they inveigh againſt his Lordſbip, the more 
“ Reaſon hath her Majeſty to truſt — and” 
© rhe Realm to — him. © 


« BUT above all the reſt, it is a ſtrange 
Fancy in the Zzbeller, that he maketh His 
<« Lordſhip to be the Primum Mobile in every 
«© Action, without Diſtinction; That to him, 
« her Majeſty is Accomptant of her Reſolu: 


tions; That to him the Earl of Lerceſter, | Þ 


* and Mr. Secretary Walſingham, both Men 
ce of great Power, and of great Wit, and 


. Underſtanding, were but as Inſtruments} 
2 * Whereas it is well known, that as to het 


Ma- 
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, Majeſty, there was never a Counſellor of 
<- his Lordſhip's long Contiruance, that, was 
< ſo appliable to her Majeſty's Princely Re- 


ec ſolutions; endeavouring always, after faith- 


<« ful Propoſitions, and Remonſtrances, and 


ec theſe in the beſt Words, and the moſt grate- 


< ful Manner, to reſt upon ſuch Concluſions, 
« as her Majeſty, in her own Wiſdom deter- 
cc mineth, and them to execute to the beſt. 


“ So far hath he been from Conteſtation, 


or drawing her Majeſty into any his own 


„ Courſes. And as for the forenamed Coun- 


te ſellors, and others, with whom his Lordſhip 


„ hath conſorted, in her Majeſty's Service, it 


< 1s rather true, that his Lordſhip, out of the 


„ Greatneſs of his Experience, and Wiſdom, 


e and out of Coldneſs of his Nature, hath 
qualified generally, all hard and extreme 
c Courſes, as far as the Service of her Ma- 
«zeſty, and the Safety of the State, and the 
« making himſelf compatible with thoſe with 
« whom he ſerved, would permit. 


* + © # 


BUT however, by this Fellow, as in a 


 &'falſe artificial Glaſs, (which is able to 


6e. make the beſt Face deformed ) his Lord- | 
«ſhip's Doings be ſet forth; yet let his Pro- 


5 ceedings, (which be indeed his own, ) be 


“ indifferently weighed and conſidered; and 
let Men call to mind, that his Lordſhip was 


W <*© never a violent and tranſported Man in 


© Matters of State, but ever reſpective and 
GS „ mode» 


* 5 
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22 moderate; That he was never Man in his 

< particular, a Breaker of Necks, no heavy ; 
« Enemy, but ever placable and mild; That 
« he was never a Brewer of. Holy. Wat | in - 
| © Court, no Dallier, no Abuſer, but ever real 
ee and certain; That he was never a Bearing- 
« Man, nor Carrier of Cauſes, but ever gave 
« way to Juſtice and Courſe! of Law; That 
« he was never a glorious, wilful, proud 1 
% Man, but ever civil and familiar, and good 
ce to deal withal; That in the Courſe of his 
« Service, he had rither have ſuſtained the Bur- 
„then, than ſought the Fruition of Honour, 
* Or Profit 3 ſcarcely ſparing any Time, from - 
4 his Cares and Travails, to the Suſtentation © | 
of his Health; That he never had, nor 
ce ſought to have, for himſelf, and his Chil. 
« dren, any Penny - worth of Lands, or Goods, 
* that appettained to any attainted of au 
ce Treaſon, Felony, or otherwiſe; That he 
c never had, or ſought, any kind of Benefit, 
« by. any Forfeiture to her Majeſey; That 2 
* he was never a factious Commander of 
«© Men, as he that intended any ways to bo- 
te ſiege her, by bringing in Men at his Do- 
« votion; but was ever a true Reporter unto 
her Majeſty of every Man's Deſerts, and A- 
e bilities; That he never took the Courſe, to 
© unquict or offend, no, nor exaſperate her ; 
* Majeſty, but to content her Mind, and | 
© mitigate her Centre: That he ever bare 
* himſelf W and without Scandal in 
0 2 Mat- *Y] 
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<« Matters of Religion, and withoiſt Blemiſh; 
4c in his private Courſe of Life: Let Men, 
J fay, without Paſſionate Malice, call to! 
« mind theſe Things, and they will think it 
4 Reaton, that tho "he be not Canonized for 
c 4 Saint in Rome, yet he is worthily Cele»; 
ec -brated as Pater Patriæ, in England ; And 
ee though he be Libelled ag ainſt, by Fugi. 
bas tives, yet he is prayed for by a Multitude 
Of good Subjects: And laſtly, though he 
cc be envied, whilſt he liveth, yet he ſhall be 
« deeply wanted, when he is gone. And aß 
e ſurcdly many Princes have had many Ser- 
&« vants of Truſt, Name, and Sufficieney; but 
ce where there have been great Parts, there 
«hath often wanted Temper of Aﬀettion ; 
« Where there have been both Ability and 
4% Moderation, there have wanted Diligence, 
and Love of Travaile; wherè all Three 
e have been, there have ſometimes wanted / 
« Faith and Sincerity; where ſome few have 
« had all' theſe Four, yet they have wanted 
% Time and Experiences But where there is 
« a Concurrence of all theſe, there is no Mar- 
dec vaile, tho a Prince of Judgment be con- 
«ſtant in the rr and Tru of den 
4 4 Servant e 
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Sek, che ind Beal, we bare, Bobok 3 
Walpole is now, What Kur dig was of old! 
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r ge See Lord Bacays. Befuſeitatio, | publiſhed lern, pag: ta a 
» 143. 
FINIS. 


